An on-line interactive interviewing program for epidemiological studies.
An on-line interactive verification and entry system (OLIVES) has been developed for conducting telephone interviews in large-scale epidemiological studies. Responses are automatically coded into a computer legible form suitable for analysis. Use of a question stack to control question flow allows on-line response modification, restart from any termination point, and minimal reprogramming in order to change question order. Numerical, coded, and text string data types are permitted. A multilevel hierarchical data structure reflects interview content. The advantages and disadvantages of the on-line approach are discussed. OLIVES is generalizable and is applicable to other on-line or off-line interview situations.